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^ REMARKS 

g Box PATENT APPLICATION 
□ Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
J Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The referenced application is a Continuation application claiming priority to PCT 
International Application No. PCT/CA98/01 133, filed 7 December 1998, which claimed priority 
to Canadian Patent No. 2,218,199. 

The application has been amended as follows from the original PCT filing: a Related 
Applications paragraph has been added; the description of Fig. 4 has been changed to reflect the 
actual labeling of the figure as Figs. 4A-4E; the specification has been amended to correct a 
number of typographical and syntax mistakes or irregularities; information previously residing in 
the Background of the Invention has been transferred to the Summary of the Invention, where it 
properly belongs; a description of a reference cited in the International Search report (Brais et 
al) has been added to the Description of the Prior Art in the Background of the Invention; proper 
units have been inserted {e.g., in the description of "PAB n mutation screening and 
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sequencing" in the Examples; and trademarks have been appropriately identified. No new matter 
has been added. 

The claims in the Continuation application are based on the set of claims submitted with 
the Reply to the First Written Opinion with regard to the original PCT filing. The claims have 
been amended from those in the Reply to the First Written Opinion, in that multiple 
dependencies have been deleted, and the gene of Claims 1 and 31 has been specified to be an 
"isolated" gene. 

To facilitate analysis of the claims and to emphasize that no new matter has been added, 
representative support in the original PCT filing is identified herein for the claims in the 
Continuation application. All support references pertain to pagination in the original PCT filing. 
~S Support for Claims 1-12 and 31-32 can be found, for example, in Figure 2, at page 2, 

m lines 12-1, at page 6, line 9, through page 7, line 6, and page 7, line 33 through page 8, line 19, 
and page 8, lines 26-31. Additional support for Claim 1 can also be found, for example at page 
rU 1, line 15; support for Claim 2, see Figure 2 and page 5, lines 24-30; support for Claims 5 and 6, 
see page 8, lines 11-12; support for Claims 7 and 8, see page 6, lines 9-17. 

Support for Claim 13, can be found, for example, in Claim 6, at page 2, lines 17-31; 
jS support for Claims 14-18, which depend from Claim 13, can be found, for example, at page 7, 
3 line 33 through page 8, line 31. Support for Claims 19-24 can be found, for example, in old 
n Claim 9, and at page 2, line 32, through page 3, line 3; support for Claims 25-27, see old Claim 
Q 10; support for Claim 28-30, see page 2, line 32, through page 3, line 3; support for Claim 33-36, 
see at page 7, line 33 through page 8, line 31. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone call would expedite prosecution of the 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact Elizabeth W. Mata at (915) 845-3558. If 
Elizabeth W. Mata cannot be reached, the Examiner is invited to contact David E. Brook at (781) 
861-6240. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 

Elizabeth W. ftf ata 
Registration No. 38,236 
Telephone: (915)845-3558 
Facsimile: (915)845-3237 

Lexington, Massachusetts 02421-4799 
Dated: 6(9loo 



